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confers over existing services. The pro-
posals must also include 10-year projec-
tions of annual ridership and revenues
along with a “description of construc-
tion cost sharing and rationale for the
proposed approach,” according to the
Federal Register notice. Although not
mandatory, the Fra is requesting that
respondents include “their perspectives
on what type of contracting and financ-
ing strategies are most likely to facilitate
successful HSR projects,” according to
the notice.

Upon receiving the submissions,
the Fra will have 60 days to determine
whether they conform to the require-
ments spelled out in the December 16
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Dew ateri 1] g for a given corridor, the funds have yet

to be appropriated. Another section of
the law establishes a separate program
to provide as much as $1.5 billion in
grants for HSR projects through fiscal
year 2013. Congress has yet to appro-
priate any funding for that program as
well. At press time, in mid-January,
it was unclear whether the economic
stimulus bill being discussed on Capitol
Hill would include funding for asr.
Funding will no doubt prove to be a
“key hurdle” for anyone attempting to
develop HsR proposals, says Paul Dean,
the director of government relations
for the American Public Transporta-
tion Association, of Washington, D.C.
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